No Major Crimes 
Here for 5 Years 


Police Chief Fred Lee arrested a fel- 
low on a second degree kidnaping war- 
rant last year. As in all arrests, the 
man was fingerprinted by Earl Jones, 
Camas fireman,'and the prints were 
sent to the federal bureau of identifi- 
cation at Washington. 

It wasn’t long before the police re- 
ceived a telegram from the F. B. I. 
The fellow’s name was Frank Knight, 
the message said. He had been on the 
loose for 18 years, still wanted for es- 
cape from a reformatory in Iowa. 

Meanwhile Knight had been turned 
over to Skamania authorities, later 
paroled. When word came from the F. 
B. I, Fred Lee learned Knight’ had 
gone back into the woods about- 25 
miles, so-he and Patrolman Vic Jones 
set out after him and brought him 
back to Camas. An official from Ana- 
mosa, Iowa, arrived to take him back 
to serve out the remainder of his term. 

Work of systematic fingerprinting 
was begun here in: June, 1936. Today 
police files here contain the finger- 
prints of more than 5000 individuals. 
The job is done so thoroughly that in 
one case when the police picked up a 
likely looking suspect only the classi- 
fication of the fingerprints and the 
"description of the man were tele- 
graphed’‘back to the F. B, I. Officials 
telegraphed an immediate return that 


the man was wanted for an offense in © 


an eastern state and that he should 
be held until state officials could come 
to get .him. 

Camas’ police car has also aided in 
‘protecting citizens’ property by speedy 
ration. The car is equipped with a 
G ig. If a call for police is telephoned 
‘in | from any! part of the city while 
ith ollcemad on duty is patroling in 
ea r, the fireman at that time on 
au at the city hall relays the call to 

ae Fopdand: police, From there it is 

adcast ovér the radio. The patrol- 


policeman, picking it up, can then. ‘ 


speed to the spot of-the crime. 

Constant patroling has also reduced 
speeding within the clty. There has 
been no serious accident within the 
city limits since last spring. 

A modern photographic laboratory 
has been built in the basement of the 
city hall, where photographic work 
can be done to ald in the catching of 
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Camas firemen, with the two trucks and the first-aid car, in front of the 
fire station. Left to right, Lawrence Beauchamp, Glena Cooper, Earl Jones. 


criminals. The same room is being 
used as a ballistics laboratory as well, 
where bullets and the calibre of guns 
and rifles is being studied by the Cam- 
as police. 

Fred Lee became chief of police in 
February, 1936, after five and a half 
years of service, succeeding George 
Crumpacker. Leonard “Tiny” Wright 
joined the staff in January, 1936, and 
Amos Short became a member of the 
department two months later. 


